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FOREWORD

India has been bestowed with substantial water resources.

The overall surface water resources of the country have been

assessed as 1880 thousand million cubic metres. It is envisaged

that out of this it may be possible to harness about 700 thousand

million cubic metres of water for irrigation. In addition the

water resources of this country are assessed at 270ground
thousand million cubic metres.

The total population o£ the country is over 630 million
(1978). By the turn of the century the population may be
expected to reach a figure of over 900 million. The food
requirements of this population may be over 200 million tons as
against the production of 126 million tons in 1977-78. To
provide adequate food and fibre to the population, provision
of irrigation facilities to as large an area as possible in as
short a period as possible, therefore, forms one of the
important tasks before the country. Further, about 75 percent

on
A portion of the rural

population is also landless. Water resources development

provide
unemployed population initially during their construction phase
and also during their operation phase.

projects which are located in the rural areas may be expected to 
relief to these otherwise unemployed and seasonally

of the population is rural and depends for employment 
agriculture and allied operations.
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