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For the first time in the history of ICOLD, so far I know, an 
international one—day scientific symposium will be organized in the 
frame of an ICOLD Executive Meeting. (1)

It is my first wish to congratulate the Chinese National Committee 
on Large Dams for having taken the decision of such an innovating step 
even before the Constitution of ICOLD was amended in this sense.

I then wish to thank so much the Organizing Committee for having 
done the necessary efforts and taken the needed measures to put 
together a very attractive program. For sure, symposia of this kind will 
increase by much the interest of the members of ICOLD National Com­
mittees for the ICOLD Executive Meetings and in this way strengthen 
the bonds between them and our Organization.

The theme of this first Symposium will be “ Earthquakes and 
Dams ” . No doubts this theme is of the utmost importance in the field 
of design and analysis of dams for matter of construction as well as for 
that of operation of the same. This field is also one of those in dam 
engineering, where a lot of investigations are still to be done. It is also 
believed that many developments and achievements are to be expected 
for the next years. I am sure that this “Beijing Symposium "will give an 
important contribution in this direction.

I wish to express my hope, that not only very sophisticated 
computational methods will be dealt with, but that also some practical 
information will be shown to the engineers daily involved in dams, so 
that the problems with earthquakes may be broadly understood the 
world over. So far I know from some summary of papers to be pres-
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To be remembered are in any case: The Symposium in Rio before the 
1982-lCOLD-Congress and the two half-day sessions on technical problems 
at the Executive Meetings in Tokyo, 1984 and Jakarta. 1986.
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ented, this will be the case.
I hope also that this Symposium may be of some help to our 

ICOLD Committee on "Seismic Aspects of Dams'' which has an im­
portant task to fulfil.

My last quite pleasant duty is to warmly thank all those who in 
any way took part or will take part in the organization of the Meeting 
and specially the authors of the papers, the experts and the chairmen .

I wish a good success to this first ICOLD Symposium in Beijing!
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China is a country with high seismicity. As early as 1189 B. C. 
earthquake activities were recorded in history. Recent years have wit­
nessed more frequent earthquakes in China. TlWe were 42 earthquakes 
with magnitudes greater than 7 from 1949 to now.

Some reservoirs and large dams are located in regions of strong 
earthquakes. No failure was found, but many problems were 
discovered.

With the rapid development of hydroelectric power and water re­
sources works there are many large dam projects in design or under 
construction in earthquake regions in China. Therefore the 
understanding of the response of different types of large dams under 
earthquake action and the determination of economical and reasonable 
measures to resist earthquake are of great value to us.

This is why we select the topic “ Earthquakes and Dams" for our 
one—day International Symposium during the 55th ICOLD Executive 
Meeting in Beijing, and we will discuss the response of concrete and 
embankment dams. In this Proceedings 39 papers from 9 countries are 
included. We believe that such exchange of experiences will be of value 
to the design of large dams to resist earthquake actions.
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