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f politics is the art of the possible,

JL this document is a work of art. It

redefines what is possible to all of us,

for all of us, at a time when ivater

been more intense. Consider: on this

blue planet, less than 2.5% of our

water is fresh, less than 33% of fresh

water is fluid, less than 1.7% of fluid

water runs in streams. And we have

been stopping even these. We dammed

half our world’s rivers at unprecedent'

precedented scales of over 45 000

dams more than four storeys high.

Chair's Preface

Globalisation From Below

Professor Kader Asmal
Chair, World Commission on Dams

ed rates of one per hour, and at un­

pressure on governments has never
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Commissioners'
Foreword

he World Commission on

Dams (WCD) was bom out

of a small but significant IUCN'

World Bank sponsored workshop in

Gland, Switzerland in April 1997.

Representatives of diverse interests

controversial issues associated with

large dams. To the surprise of

participants, deep-seated differences

emerging. That consensus included

the proposal for a World Commission

on Dams.

dams did not prevent a consensus

on the development benefits of large

came together to discuss the highly
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Mr Jan Veltrop 
Honorary President, 
ICOLD, USA

Prof Thayer Scudder

The life of the World Commission on 
Dams ends with the publication of this 
Report. For the Commissioners this has 
been an exciting, challenging and enrich' 
ing process. It would not have been 
possible without the tireless commitment 
of an extraordinary team of professionals 
in the Secretariat. But more, wc are 
indebted to hundreds of people around the 
world who, mostly at their own expense, 
have given us the bounty of their knowl­
edge, expertise and life’s experiences 
though discussion papers, submissions and 
presentations adding light and life to this 
report on large dams.

Report is the test against which that process 
will be measured. We hope that the policy 
framework and practical guidelines for its 
implementation presented here will add 
significant value to existing norms and form 
a basis for best practice in water and energy 
development. This is only a beginning, but 
we hope it is a dynamic beginning that 
others can take forward in the future. We 
also hope that the lessons learnt from our 
analysis of large dams will be seen as rele­
vant for other large infrastructural projects, 
and that the framework of policy develop­
ment and implementation we have identi­
fied will see wider application.

Mr Achim Steiner 
WCD Secretary-General, 
Germany
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